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between the years 1871 and 1874, except, perhaps, that
another beautiful American woman met him in Paris and
passionately pursued him with her affection. Beautiful
American women were not then to his liking, and he fled
from France to escape from this pertinacious and too demon-
strative lady, who actually proposed marriage to him. But
although nothing of notable importance happened to him, the
roots of the idea were spreading. Mr* Isaac Butt, the
Protestant leader of the Catholic Irish party, was then dis-
coursing in his large, eloquent, amiable, Micawber-like
manner on the rights of tenant farmers, a matter which nearly
concerned the Parnells, since they were landlords. It very
especially concerned John Parnell, whose rack-rented and
heavily-mortgaged estate in Armagh caused trouble between
him and his tenants* Mr. Butt's eloquence was impressive,
but totally uninfluential. The English Parliamentarians
loved to listen to him, but they never thought of heeding him*
It was in 1874 that Charles Stewart Parnell, then twenty-
eight years of age, began for the first time in his career to
think seriously about politics. In that year he started his
political life*